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Worth a thousand words
Khmer Times

The 1961 Exakta Varia IIa camera used by Michael Vickery. Amema Saeju

Click here to get Khmer Times Breaking News direct into your Telegram

The late Michael Vickery’s priceless collection of photographs of a long-forgotten Cambodia era are on display at the Bophana

Center. As Colin Grafton writes, the photos of the renowned historian in the exhibition present a fascinating slideshow of

faces and expressions.
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Michael Theodore Vickery, historian, analyst and researcher, who died last year at the age of 86, was one of the foremost

experts on Cambodian history and politics. Author of the landmark books “Cambodia 1975-1982”, “Kampuchea: Politics,

Economics and Society”, and “Cambodia: A Political Survey”, as well as numerous articles, he also dabbled in photography.

Ethnic minority kids. Photo: Michael Vickery, courtesy of Amema Saeju

In 1950, while majoring in Russian Studies at the University of Washington, Seattle, Vickery made his first trip to Europe on a

tour with a Scandinavian folk dance troupe, performing in Sweden and Norway. After graduating in 1952 with a BA in Slavic

Languages and Literature, he got a Fulbright Scholarship in Finland for two years, and then served in the US Army in

Germany for two more years. He spent more time in Europe, in a variety of jobs which included labouring in Switzerland,

import/export in Macedonia, and teaching English in Istanbul.

What Will You Discover?
eBay

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFh84y_qKYcsUjMfV8A-3uYmIA4O73q9mpu3pqZgM_5LBwJUZEAEgxcuvS2C7hoCA0AqgAdferv4DyAEJqQLrBO1N87q2PqgDAcgDywSqBP0BT9CoHaV5qDNB2hs43kcspFUr6hH5zR_bHqgjt6hxZd_lh29MEPorpxv3UGNCQi4SuQGXful-4iFNUElTx02bujZMGr50Dxv1R2w-bEQ46e4MLrsBlrnKl4MWh6Xq1AF3KzCohDpXcv8YZ6UAvTbe_EkVu7n2XYJ11I1wbyG04OqLVJLNVjHSu7HrBjGXNMMAZaowp_21E8zy5zpKMkuOPMiucWvMTRjh6VAy137Fkerld5lUM0AoXSey4f_OYxba2wVn5CD3Uib1FG7ukl51X-tlutphYW5qQ4o1cu6G8jnzY23SUhqhQbEKWyJdXZ07c2Nx63t4ykp3cS6SksAEm8_c49IC-gUGCCUQARgAoAYugAeJ0pk_qAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAdIICQiI4YAQEAEYX4AKAZALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC4gUBtAVAZgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoJS8Z5G-syR9oYQAzRCLQO_kn-w&sig=AOD64_06QIG6825tnNKvoYDYDViiwlyNhg&client=ca-pub-7981514788931893&nb=19&adurl=https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/164155572019%3Fnorover%3D1%26mpt%3D%5BCACHEBUSTER%5D%26ff5%3D9019552475%26ff8%3D90940319643%26audid%3Daud-864765888895%26device%3Dc%26ff7%3Dwww.khmertimeskh.com%26siteid%3D3%26ipn%3Dadmain2%26mkevt%3D1%26mkrid%3D710-158015-147637-2%26mkcid%3D4%26placement%3D521293%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIi6awyq6M9AIVjGMVCB23XAIxEAEYASABEgIaMPD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFh84y_qKYcsUjMfV8A-3uYmIA4O73q9mpu3pqZgM_5LBwJUZEAEgxcuvS2C7hoCA0AqgAdferv4DyAEJqQLrBO1N87q2PqgDAcgDywSqBP0BT9CoHaV5qDNB2hs43kcspFUr6hH5zR_bHqgjt6hxZd_lh29MEPorpxv3UGNCQi4SuQGXful-4iFNUElTx02bujZMGr50Dxv1R2w-bEQ46e4MLrsBlrnKl4MWh6Xq1AF3KzCohDpXcv8YZ6UAvTbe_EkVu7n2XYJ11I1wbyG04OqLVJLNVjHSu7HrBjGXNMMAZaowp_21E8zy5zpKMkuOPMiucWvMTRjh6VAy137Fkerld5lUM0AoXSey4f_OYxba2wVn5CD3Uib1FG7ukl51X-tlutphYW5qQ4o1cu6G8jnzY23SUhqhQbEKWyJdXZ07c2Nx63t4ykp3cS6SksAEm8_c49IC-gUGCCUQARgAoAYugAeJ0pk_qAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAdIICQiI4YAQEAEYX4AKAZALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC4gUBtAVAZgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoJS8Z5G-syR9oYQAzRCLQO_kn-w&sig=AOD64_06QIG6825tnNKvoYDYDViiwlyNhg&client=ca-pub-7981514788931893&nb=9&adurl=https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/164155572019%3Fnorover%3D1%26mpt%3D%5BCACHEBUSTER%5D%26ff5%3D9019552475%26ff8%3D90940319643%26audid%3Daud-864765888895%26device%3Dc%26ff7%3Dwww.khmertimeskh.com%26siteid%3D3%26ipn%3Dadmain2%26mkevt%3D1%26mkrid%3D710-158015-147637-2%26mkcid%3D4%26placement%3D521293%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIi6awyq6M9AIVjGMVCB23XAIxEAEYASABEgIaMPD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cdk8Oy_qKYcsUjMfV8A-3uYmIA4O73q9mpu3pqZgM_5LBwJUZEAEgxcuvS2C7hoCA0AqgAdferv4DyAEJqQLrBO1N87q2PqgDAcgDywSqBP0BT9CoHaV5qDNB2hs43kcspFUr6hH5zR_bHqgjt6hxZd_lh29MEPorpxv3UGNCQi4SuQGXful-4iFNUElTx02bujZMGr50Dxv1R2w-bEQ46e4MLrsBlrnKl4MWh6Xq1AF3KzCohDpXcv8YZ6UAvTbe_EkVu7n2XYJ11I1wbyG04OqLVJLNVjHSu7HrBjGXNMMAZaowp_21E8zy5zpKMkuOPMiucWvMTRjh6VAy137Fkerld5lUM0AoXSey4f_OYxba2wVn5CD3Uib1FG7ukl51X-tlutphYW5qQ4o1cu6G8jnzY23SUhqhQbEKWyJdXZ07c2Nx63t4ykp3cS6SksAEm8_c49IC-gUGCCUQARgBoAYugAeJ0pk_qAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAtIICQiI4YAQEAEYX4AKAZALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC4gUBtAVAZgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoJS8Z5G-syR9oYQAzRCLQO_kn-w&sig=AOD64_09PY1jbF2SWuc959nk_ohv6Q5-jQ&client=ca-pub-7981514788931893&nb=9&adurl=https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/274471840136%3Fnorover%3D1%26mpt%3D%5BCACHEBUSTER%5D%26ff5%3D9019552475%26ff8%3D90940319643%26audid%3Daud-864765888895%26device%3Dc%26ff7%3Dwww.khmertimeskh.com%26siteid%3D3%26ipn%3Dadmain2%26mkevt%3D1%26mkrid%3D710-158015-147637-2%26mkcid%3D4%26placement%3D521293%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIi6awyq6M9AIVjGMVCB23XAIxEAEYASACEgLdpvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6PV0y_qKYcsUjMfV8A-3uYmIA4O73q9mpu3pqZgM_5LBwJUZEAEgxcuvS2C7hoCA0AqgAdferv4DyAEJqQLrBO1N87q2PqgDAcgDywSqBP0BT9CoHaV5qDNB2hs43kcspFUr6hH5zR_bHqgjt6hxZd_lh29MEPorpxv3UGNCQi4SuQGXful-4iFNUElTx02bujZMGr50Dxv1R2w-bEQ46e4MLrsBlrnKl4MWh6Xq1AF3KzCohDpXcv8YZ6UAvTbe_EkVu7n2XYJ11I1wbyG04OqLVJLNVjHSu7HrBjGXNMMAZaowp_21E8zy5zpKMkuOPMiucWvMTRjh6VAy137Fkerld5lUM0AoXSey4f_OYxba2wVn5CD3Uib1FG7ukl51X-tlutphYW5qQ4o1cu6G8jnzY23SUhqhQbEKWyJdXZ07c2Nx63t4ykp3cS6SksAEm8_c49IC-gUGCCUQARgCoAYugAeJ0pk_qAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIA9IICQiI4YAQEAEYX4AKAZALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC4gUBtAVAZgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoJS8Z5G-syR9oYQAzRCLQO_kn-w&sig=AOD64_1N3SGyagJxhhKNJS0TwC-2p_C-Ug&client=ca-pub-7981514788931893&nb=9&adurl=https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/401622354132%3Fnorover%3D1%26mpt%3D%5BCACHEBUSTER%5D%26ff5%3D9019552475%26ff8%3D90940319643%26audid%3Daud-864765888895%26device%3Dc%26ff7%3Dwww.khmertimeskh.com%26siteid%3D3%26ipn%3Dadmain2%26mkevt%3D1%26mkrid%3D710-158015-147637-2%26mkcid%3D4%26placement%3D521293%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIi6awyq6M9AIVjGMVCB23XAIxEAEYASADEgKj3vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CYydQy_qKYcsUjMfV8A-3uYmIA4O73q9mpu3pqZgM_5LBwJUZEAEgxcuvS2C7hoCA0AqgAdferv4DyAEJqQLrBO1N87q2PqgDAcgDywSqBP0BT9CoHaV5qDNB2hs43kcspFUr6hH5zR_bHqgjt6hxZd_lh29MEPorpxv3UGNCQi4SuQGXful-4iFNUElTx02bujZMGr50Dxv1R2w-bEQ46e4MLrsBlrnKl4MWh6Xq1AF3KzCohDpXcv8YZ6UAvTbe_EkVu7n2XYJ11I1wbyG04OqLVJLNVjHSu7HrBjGXNMMAZaowp_21E8zy5zpKMkuOPMiucWvMTRjh6VAy137Fkerld5lUM0AoXSey4f_OYxba2wVn5CD3Uib1FG7ukl51X-tlutphYW5qQ4o1cu6G8jnzY23SUhqhQbEKWyJdXZ07c2Nx63t4ykp3cS6SksAEm8_c49IC-gUGCCUQARgDoAYugAeJ0pk_qAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIBNIICQiI4YAQEAEYX4AKAZALA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAdgTC4gUBtAVAZgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoJS8Z5G-syR9oYQAzRCLQO_kn-w&sig=AOD64_1ukxF-yXxspUQ48pxxf_ydtCNhXQ&client=ca-pub-7981514788931893&nb=9&adurl=https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/143958406696%3Fnorover%3D1%26mpt%3D%5BCACHEBUSTER%5D%26ff5%3D9019552475%26ff8%3D90940319643%26audid%3Daud-864765888895%26device%3Dc%26ff7%3Dwww.khmertimeskh.com%26siteid%3D3%26ipn%3Dadmain2%26mkevt%3D1%26mkrid%3D710-158015-147637-2%26mkcid%3D4%26placement%3D521293%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIi6awyq6M9AIVjGMVCB23XAIxEAEYASAEEgJmMPD_BwE


9/11/21, 10:48 PMWorth a thousand words - Khmer Times

Page 3 of 13https://www.khmertimeskh.com/544459/worth-a-thousand-words/…R2eKX0risdfpO2WbYkkw7Z_uZy_uZT81v1M7IG-bsPchh4HXkvKqTyAsUA

In 1960, Michael Vickery went to Cambodia to work as an English teacher. He lived there for four years, in Battambang and

Kampong Thom, after which he moved to Laos. He learned to speak Lao and Khmer fluently. While in Cambodia, he was able

to travel fairly easily to parts of the country which later became dangerous or inaccessible, including Mondulkiri and

Ratanakiri, near the Vietnam border. The ethnic minority people in these areas, Bunong, P’nong and Jarai, rarely saw a

camera, especially a large one of the type Vickery was using. His photos were probably for documentation purposes only, but

they have an immediacy and clarity which testify to the obvious rapport between him and his subjects.

Ethnic minority people with a 1961 calendar of an elelphant. Photo: Michael Vickery

Vickery went on to earn a PhD in History at Yale University, and from that time on he dedicated his life to research as a

specialist in South-East Asian studies, in particular the history of Cambodia. He was a researcher and lecturer at many

universities, including the Australian National University, University of Adelaide, Universiti Sains Malaysia (in Penang) and

Royal University of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh.

During his last years, while he was living in Chiengmai, Thailand, and Battambang, Cambodia, Vickery worked with his foster

daughter, Amema Saeju, on the monumental task of identifying, locating and documenting his vast collection of negatives

stretching back to those days in the early sixties. Amema (it means “First Daughter”), usually known as ‘Mimi’, was ‘adopted’

by Vickery and his life partner, Otome Klein Hutheesing, in 1998.
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Vickery (possibly in Mondulkiri). Photo: Michael Vickery, courtesy of Amema Saeju

Mimi is from a Lisu family, and they had first met Otome in 1982, when Mimi was a little girl. Otome spent six years living in

Mimi’s home village of Doi Laan in Chiengrai Province, Thailand, where she mastered the Lisu language and conducted

research on gender inequality in Lisu culture. Since Vickery’s death, Mimi has been taking care of her aging foster mother and

continuing to work through the multitude of photographs which remain undocumented. This arduous task has resulted, with

the collaboration of anthropologist Dr. Sokphea Young and the PPP, in a pioneer exhibition of selected photos at Bophana

Center, as part of the Phnom Penh Photo Festival.

The photos from Cambodia and Laos account for only a few thousand of the total, which amounts to around 20,000. However,

some of the images appear to be incomplete. All the photos on exhibition, for example, are square; but Vickery’s camera was

an East German 1961 Exakta Varia IIa, which was one of the first single lens reflex cameras, and it used 35mm film, which

gives a rectangular image. Mimi still has the camera, with its 2.8/50mm Carl Zeiss lens. It has been well used. These cameras

were heavy duty machines, quite different from the digital versions of today. There was no battery, so there were no electrical

parts or light meter, and everything was manual. Among its salient features are separate knobs for slow and fast speeds, a

conversion mode to waist-level viewfinder, and a cutter inside which slices the film (if you need to process something quickly

but don’t want to waste the rest of the film). It was a Cadillac of cameras, the only rival to the Leica.
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A local oIcial. Photo: Michael Vickery, courtesy of Amema Saeju

The photos in the exhibition present a fascinating slideshow of faces and expressions. Vickery often shot from a low angle,

giving his subjects prominence in the frame. Many of the pictures emanate question marks. Who is the man with the white

shirt and immaculate black suede shoes sitting at the desk with an array of photographs behind him on the wall? Why is the

lady with the ‘Deux Chevaux’ Citroen toting an automatic pistol? What is the significance of the calendar in two of the photos,

with the elephant on it made of monkeys (it tells us the photo was probably taken in 1961)? And what about the three soldiers

(or are they rangers?) in their bush hats? To which tribe do the minority people belong? What was in the pipe? Which photos

are reverse images? And didn’t Michael have great legs even though he was a bit thin on top at the age of 30? And so on. Then

there are details like the bride’s white socks, the pregnant girl with the beautiful smile, her face swathed in shadow, and the

not-so-amused expression of the banana seller.

The more you look at these photographs, the more fascinating they become, given the space of time and knowing all that has

happened since they were taken over half a century ago. What a treasure they are, and what treasures there may yet be

among the hundreds of negative strips that remain to be revealed. By the end of the decade, Mondulkiri would be Khmer

Rouge territory, and then – to people in Phnom Penh, encircled by a ring of war – it would become the lost paradise of a golden
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The spiritual healer Don’t shoot me, I’m only the piano player

age.

The lady with the Deux Chevaux. Photo: Michael Vickery, courtesy of Amema Saeju

The exhibition at Bophana Center runs until November 5. Go and see it.

 

Tags: Bophana Center, Michael Theodore Vickery, photographs
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Khmer Times App

Khmer Times is now available on iPhone and Android.

Download the app and keep up with real time news from Cambodia and the world.

https://www.facebook.com/khmertimes
https://t.me/khmertimesbreakingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrt1z-amDxCuORWclr20B1Q
https://twitter.com/KhmerTimes
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Geo-economy: Is it a means or end?

Some called it the end of history when the Soviet Union lost the Cold War and collapsed with the attempted coup on the reformist leader Mikhail Gorbachev in

Moscow in August 1991. Indeed, they went on to say that the term geopolitics has lost its significance.

Flexibility offers chance for Iran nuclear deal

Both Washington and Teheran have confirmed that a seventh round of Iran nuclear talks will start on November 29, in Vienna, Austria.

A free trade pact with the US?

India wants to extricate trade talks with the United States (US) from the current morass of endless recriminations and negotiations.

Why military history in Cambodia is so uniquely important for national security

As we commemorated the thirtieth anniversary of the Paris Peace Agreements , we would do well to recognise the importance of history, and in particular

Cambodia’s military history, for the region and the world.
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Features

As Winter Blows, Weddings Bloom: how to choose a bride or groom

As winter winds begin to blow from the north, the wedding season also starts in Cambodia to coincide with the end of the Buddhist lent period after which young

men and women can get married.

Profile: Xi Jinping, the man who leads CPC on new journey

Few political parties worldwide could boast such a long history and uninterrupted period of state governance as the Communist Party of China (CPC), which has

been China’s ruling party for 72 years. Presently, Xi Jinping is the core of the CPC leadership.

Houses built from coconut trees a symbol of true love

In the early 1990s, Bun Yon, then in his 30s, inherited a wooden house from his parents as a gift for his wedding in Kampong Cham province’s Kang Meas district.

Good Times2
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An on-again, off-again year for Siem Reap’s arts

Siem Reap’s 2020 arts and lifestyle coverage kicked off the year on an optimistic note that, with the wisdom of hindsight, turned out to be somewhat ironic.

Remaining sane while you care for your baby

Because our baby is now at the centre of our life, it has been mentally challenging since even getting a good night’s sleep or a decent meal has suddenly become a

real task.
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